
[This text emailed to Greening Committee on 2 June '14]

Good  morning, everyone!

It's been a busy weekend, for sure! In fact, some students and I were at school on Saturday till 3:30!

There were 8 students who signed up for the Big Dig:

   Basil Sham
   Levi Tamming
   Izwani Shafiq
   Gyorgy Kovacs
   Grant Ellison
   William Tran
   Amenah Waheed
   Rishabh Jain

In addition, some adults came out, too!

Ken Medland stayed for a while to help with the initial sign-in and logistics; Izwani's uncle volunteered 
to work with the two girls till after lunch. And Mrs Nazli Aizaz came around 10 to carry on -- and
stayed till we left, at 3:30. 

And I also want to thank Mr Moreland for finding a staffer to be on site to let us into the building, as 
well as getting the table, chairs, garbage and tool bins out to the front, and then ensuring they
were all taken in after lunch.

Two barrows were loaned out to us (thanks, Ken!), and a third came with Levi. [Ken, I now realise that 
it might have been a good idea to go with your suggestion about funding requests to the last council
meeting -- I think we ought to have one for the school! But that's something we can discuss later.]

In preparation, I had purchased yard waste bags, bottled water, and some food; also bought masking 
tape and purple `Duck' tape to mark tools. For lunch, we ordered 5 pizzas from Toppers -- however, 4 
would have been enough. Receipts are all copied and I'll drop those off to Mr Wysynski later today. 
Total cost: 116.30.

Items we can continue to use for Greening Committee yard work: yard waste bags, bottled water, and 
the tapes (the purple, in particular, for marking school tools and such).

And now for the work. As you've perhaps seen, the Grad bed now looks like a bit of a moonscape

There's still soil in there so I'm going to use some to shore up a few of the skinnier/weaker doughnut 
berms. And then I thought that perhaps Mr Morrison might like to use some to top up the beds his 
students weeded a couple of weeks ago.

As for where it all went -- the students made 37 berms (!) in all, thanks in good part to the three 
students who stayed all day.



We concentrated on only the deciduous trees, as their trunks are the most vulnerable. And indeed, it 
looked like a mower had been over the dandelions and all the day before we were there -- the boys 
could indeed see how closely the mowers had cut.

We took a break at 10:15, worked till just before 12:30, and then picked up again. Gyorgy had to leave 
at 11, Izwani and Amenah left after lunch, Grant and William left between 1 and 2; and then it was 
Basil, Levi, and Rishabh who wanted to stay and keep on working!

The `bermed' trees start at the Berrigan entry where the OC Transpo buses come in, across the whole 
front area, sweeping around till the first exit onto Longfields. Then we did the trees in that small area
north of the cafeteria, and finishing off with the trees on that long strip between the two parking areas 
(till the waterpark entrance).

As we worked through the areas, I pruned the suckers on all the trees (and then showed the three boys 
how to do that in the afternoon, as we worked northwards). As well, we took out dead and broken 
branches (but not thoroughly -- just the lower ones at eye level).

Some trees still had remnants of mulch but after 5 years, these had become flattened, were touching the 
trees, and in one case, harboured a thriving ant colony! As we progressed, our techniques became 
better. One thing I should've done beforehand was prepare the tree bases: cut the suckers, and clear the 
weeds away. We began to do this about half way through, and I'll work through the ones that will need 
that added clean-out.

One special note: there are 4 or 5 trees on the west side, shading Chef's beds. We pruned the suckers, 
cut the low-hanging branches, and bermed all but one tree, which is so close to one of the beds that it 
would hinder access.

I would like to thank ALL the students who came out -- they've done a terrific job at both ends: clearing 
out the Grad bed, and making berms for the vast majority of the school's deciduous trees. And I'd like 
to make special mention of the three who stayed -- Basil, Levi, and Rishabh -- because they wanted to 
keep going! Indeed, they would like to carry on once this week's over (summatives, exams)! So, it 
seems we have a small yard crew and I'm delighted to have them, when their time permits, after school 
hours!

I have pictures to still download from my camera and phone -- but I know already I don't have one shot 
with everyone, which is a shame.

In re-reading the above, I see it doesn't really bring the day's activities to life -- these were great 
volunteers! And they had a marvellous and willing attitude to go out there, push wheelbarrows, and pat 
down the sides of their `moats'! Obviously, more would have been even better -- but logistically, it 
would have needed a few gardening parents to keep tabs on them all and adjust their techniques. 
Nevertheless, I think it was a very successful -- first-ever -- event for working on the yards, and gives 
us something to build on in future years.

And thank you for all your support in getting this organised so quickly!

And now for what's next.



I'll be working on removing a bit more soil over this week, and see about getting soil in by either the 
end of this week, or beginning of the next.

After that, planting won't take too long, once I've done an inventory of what's available on-site -- and 
then take a trip out to my mum's property, which is like a nursery, and `shop' for good colour and shape. 
The focus is on getting school colours into the mix, as well as foliage -- and all of it fairly drought-
tolerant, sun-loving, and with tenacious roots (!)

Ch.

P.S. If there's anything I've left off, please ask!


