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Background basics

What: A school council standing committee to oversee the
school grounds (garden beds, trees, paths, etc.).

Who: A small group (max 5 people) to organise and recruit
volunteers (students, teachers, parents, community mem-
bers) for long-term maintenance of the grounds.

Why: To coordinate and manage long-term maintenance of
the grounds. A permanent committee can continue to
exist, regardless of its member individuals, who will come
and go over time.

A committee within school council benefits from the ex-
isting council infrastructure. Some of these include: fi-
nancial oversight (e.g., raising and spending money), reg-
ular reporting to the school community, potential inter-
action and support for teaching activities, . . .

How: For several years, both the public and Catholic boards
have run greening workshops over the winter months.
Through time, they have developed a substantial num-
ber of documents, templates, advice and support, to help
schools address the long-term issues of maintenance and
care of their grounds, which the boards themselves can-
not undertake to any great extent. All of these resources
— including board staff involved with school grounds and
landscaping — are available. However, it would be more
effective to have a formal entity (a standing committee)
interact with the board than an individual; a committee
continues to exist, whereas an individual (esp. a volun-
teer) has no real long-term commitment or any formal
standing.

Some goals

Construction will begin next spring on our very neces-
sary addition. Once the building plans have been ap-
proved, the landscaping and other outdoor aspects to
the project will eventually come to the fore. At that
time, we have an opportunity to have input on the school
grounds — having a greening committee in place would
allow for in-house discussions and suggestions to be gath-
ered and then presented when the time comes. If there’s
a chance we can have some changes brought into the over-
all school plan that would be covered by a board budget,
then that’s a bonus! One example: changing the position
of some walking paths, to match where students actually
go (e.g., the downtrodden grass along the west side of the
art wing — the path isn’t wide enough, the grassy area
is too wide). Placement of bike racks might be an area of
interest; painting game boards on the asphalt might be
another.

Each school has an official landscaping plan. Any
changes that an individual makes or would like to make
can be removed at any time by the board — it’s not on
the plan. But those landscaping plans can be changed
and adjusted, by making a formal application. Having a
greening committee here at the LDHSS would make it
possible to propose changes to the official plan.

Teachers and students often want to help, especially
with the weeding. But if they don’t know where the
bulbs are, where the tree roots are likely to be, which
plants are weeds and which aren’t, it is very difficult to
implement all that good will effectively. Having a list of
what needs work and where, would make it much easier
for staff and students to participate at their convenience.

The crab apple trees I mentioned — I picked a very
large bucketful this past August and made batches of
jellies, apple butter, and chutneys. They’re best picked
in late August, early September — before school begins.
It’s good fruit, and can be made into something really
special, but how to do that? Crab apples can’t be stored
reliably so they have to be used up. Can we run a pick-
your-own operation, earning money for the school? Can
we invite the community in to pick their own, and offer
up their preserved goods for the school to sell? Is there
a tie-in possible with culinary arts?

Again with fund-raising. So far, I’ve tried to bring in
perennials that multiply and will need dividing in 3 to 5
years. And those divisions could then be potted up and
sold to the Barrhaven community. A greening committee
would have the planting schedule and thus know when to
divide plants — and thus, when the school would have a
community sale. Just as Berrigan and some of the other
schools are known for their spring garage sales, the LDH
could become known for its plant sales. And all would
be proven survivors of our Barrhaven micro-climate :-)

Moving beyond industrial-strength, low-cost shrubs.

School colours that come out here and there, as the
seasons change. Riotous colour, just for the sheer joy of
it. The opportunity to have flowers, leaves, colours, seed
pods of a wide variety — from art to autism, everyone
can benefit from stopping to look closely at something
other than a hand-held device :-) All of these choices and
decisions could be undertaken by a greening committee.

So I would like to ask council to consider the creation of a
school greening committee, under their auspices, which could
begin to address these and any other ideas that have been
floating around the school community for several years now.
Thank you.
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