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Introduction

New and existing trees benefit from having a soil ‘doughnut’
build around them. The following extracts from the cited
websites provided details on how and why to do this.

1 www2.fortsmithparks.com/uploads/

docs/trees/fspr-tree-planting.

pdf

Item 8 in the list:

After the tree is planted, build a berm with native
soil, topsoil, or mulch around the outer edge of the
platning hole. The height of the berm will depend on
the tree size. For example, a 2-inch tree will require
a berm that is around 4-5 inches tall. This will direct
water flow to the root ball, where it is needed.

2 http://aroundtheyard.com/trees/

berm-around-trees-t11585.html

Re: Berm around trees?

Post by Ocelaris – July 18th, 2013, 2:26 pm

One thing you can do to help a tree, is to expand the
flat area around the base of the tree with mulch, i.e.
normally people make a 1 foot ring, but realistically
if you can give it a ”open space” at least as wide
as the canopy, you’ll be doing a service to the tree.
I trained to be a Docent (tour guide) at the New
York Botanical Gardens, and we went around with
the head Arborist who was discussing exactly this
subject, and she implemented this plan for all the
specimen trees. Specifically she removed grass and
put down a small mulch layer so the trees could get
as much water/air without competition from grass.
Particularly when there is grass people feel obliged to
walk on it, so putting down mulch encouraged people
not to walk on top of that area which compacts the
soil. Now this is a famous Botanical garden, I know
here that might be an anathema, but it’s good to
know ”best practices”.

As she explained it, roots are like lungs, they need
air as much as water, and anything above them com-
petes.

3 http://www.amherstnurseries.com/

HowToPlantATree-id-50.html

Build a saucer around the tree, mulch the area and
water. Create a soil berm (or saucer) around the
tree, approximately 18” away from the trunk and 3-
4” deep. Fill the berm with 2” of mulch, creating a
circle of mulched area around the tree (keeping mow-
ers and weedwackers away from the trunk!). When
watering, fill the saucer several times, allowing the
water to soak into the ground between fillings. Wa-
ter the tree 2-3 times per week, filling the saucer 3-4
times at each watering.

4 http://www.treepeople.org/

plant-right-way

12. Mulch

Cover the entire planting area with a 3 to 4-inch
layer of mulch, but keep it 2 inches from the base
of the trunk. Mulch keeps the topsoil temperate for
root growth, reduces surface evaporation of water,
slows or stops weed and grass growth around the
tree’s base, and prevents a hard crust from forming
on the soil surface.

5 http://lisalapaso.com/2012/

02/08/its-a-tree-ring-circus/

#comments

Obviously there are various stages of tree growth
and mulch provides a number of benefits to the tree
as follows. When a tree is a sapling (baby tree)
and newly planted you create what is called a mulch
‘berm’. A berm is to be built in the shape of a tire.
The berm starts approximately 8 inches away from
the base of the tree trunk and should end at least
3’ out from the trunk. The center 8” is completely
level with the ground. The outer ring is just that,
a ring, much like a doughnut with about a 6” high
bump that serves as a swell to hold water in when
the sapling or baby tree gets watered or rain.

Now here is where the confusion grow. the tree berm
should not look like a teepee, a muffin, a volcano, or
any such shape other than a spare tire, or innertube
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around the tree. Imagine if you took a child’s pool
innertube and placed it around your baby, you have
a baby in the middle and tube around it, not up over
it, not half covering it, around it.

The second area of confusion is what in the heck to
do with that berm when your tree starts to grow
larger. This is where a lot of people will build a rock
fortress several stones high then fill it in with dirt
because now it looks silly :-/... yes it does. Better
still (sarcasm) they will build a very small diame-
ter stone fortress (as shown above) that will one day
be a prison for a growing tree that must have room
to spread its proverbial limbs. Now you have an
expensive pile of rubble and a girdled tree. If you
like the look of a stone border around your trees,
make it large and low, you should be able to see
the tree ‘flair’ or ‘bell shape’ at the base of the tree
trunk coming from the ground. After about the 2nd
year a tree no longer requires the mulch berm, now
it needs a tree ring. A ring you say? Yes a tree
ring that is wide and flat and serves another pur-
pose than its rotund counterpart. I ask often and
will continue to do so, “when was the last time you
saw a tree in the woods and it had sod underneath
it” You didn’t, you saw organic matter and symbi-
otic plant life, but not a carpet of competition and
sadness. Grass is a water hog and eats up all the
trees nutrients by blocking the organic matter that
would be there naturally.

I suggest after the first two years, you remove your
tree stakes, remove an equal amount of sod as the
drip line of the tree (the outermost limbs of the tree..
imagine you had your arms outstretched and your
fingertips would be the dripline) and in the Spring-
time you add about 1/2” of compost, followed by
a 1/2” of mulch. Do this every year or two that
the tree begins to branch out (no pun intended) and
keep widening the tree ring a bit by removing a little
more sod until the ring is as outstretched as you are
comfortable with being as size appropriate as possi-
ble. As your tree grows, this is a great place for a
bird bath, a bench, or some Xeriscape plants.

Here is a proper tree berm for a young tree (all be
it a large one), it should serve as a ‘well’ to collect
water. As the tree matures, you simply remove the
‘lip’ around the edge of the berm and create a flat
ring to serve as a barrier against the sod and as a
place to add nutrients for the tree.
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