
Plarn Shoulder Bag (roughly 16x16in; v. 4, 17 Nov. 2012)

1 Description

A shoulder bag with an oval bottom and integrated
straps. UNLIKE milkbag mats, which have a loose and
‘pouffy’ stitch, the bag has to be strong, so the plarn is
narrower, the hook smaller, the stitches tighter.

2 Materials
• plastic bags, cut into

strips (ca 1.25-in. wide,
max.)

• no. 7 crochet hook
• markers (e.g., twist ties)

for locating shoulder
strap

3 Abbreviations
• ch = chain
• dc = double crochet (‘dc’

is a UK term; US term:
single crochet)

• st = stitch
Left: ch 22. Right: ch 20.

4 Instructions

4.1 Shaping the bottom oval

Starter chain: ch 20. [Ch 22 yields an 18x18in bag.]

Round 1: Dc into 2nd st of chain and then into each
st to the end.

Make 2 dc in the end st and then into each st on the
other side of the starter chain. Remember to put
the hook through BOTH parts of the stitch (which
looks like a ‘V’ from the top). You’ve gone ‘around’
the starter chain once: up one side and down the
other. Make 2 dc into the last st.

Now mark the beginning of the round — essentially,
one of the end points of the starter chain.

Rounds 2 and 3: Dc into each stitch till the last three
at the end. Into EACH of the last 3 st, do 2 dc (to
start shaping the curve). Work back along the 2nd
half of the oval, again adding 2 dc into each of the
last 3 st. The oval with curves at the ends starts to
take shape.

Rounds 4–6: Same as Rounds 2 and 3 BUT — now
you’re adding THREE dc into each of the three end
st. This completes the base of the bag.

4.2 Shaping the sides

Rounds 7 through 35: Round 7 is the first row where
NO stitches are added. This is now the start of the
vertical sides of the bag. Dc into each stitch, and
keep going around, for a total of 30 rows. Keep
count of the rows; keep the st uniform.

The bag begins to take shape; eventually, you can
even put your plarn supplies in it to carry around.

Do several stitches into round 30, in preparation for
counting the position of the straps.

4.3 Shaping the shoulder straps

Lay the bag down and smooth it out, so that there’s
an obvious edge at the left and right sides.

On the top (where the V-shaped stitches are), mark the
leftmost and rightmost Vs — I usually wrap a twist
tie around the stitch, so it doesn’t fall out. Do the
same for both sides. These mark the mid-point of
the row that will continue, while a chain will “jump
the gap”, to form the shoulder strap.

From the marked stitch (that’s several stitches BE-
FORE you stopped doing Round 30), do 10 dc
stitches (it will look like you’ve gone about 1/3 of
the way across the top of the bag). [top photo]

Make a chain of 35 st, to form the strap.

Starting from the left-side marker, count 10 stiches
BACK: this is where the chain will rejoin the bag.

To rejoin the bag, insert the hook into both loops
of the top V-shaped stich, pull the plarn back
through (you have two stitches on your hook), pull
plarn back through those two stitches — and voila!
You’ve done a dc and joined the chain to the bag.

Continue dc to the left side marker (for total of 10 st)
and do another 10 dc on the ‘back’ side of the bag
(in short, there are 20 st on either side of the 35-st
chain for the shoulder strap).

To check that both chains start/end at the same points,
put the bag flat and confirm that you’re in the right
place.

As before, make a chain of 35 st, to form the other
strap. To rejoin, count BACK 10 st from the first
marker, insert the hook into both loops, make your
dc st, and continue around to where the first chain
starts.

To crochet into a chain, try to get your hook into the
same loops of each chain stitch, so that it looks
consistent. The chain stitches are tighter so it’s
harder to get the hook in and out, so work this set
of 35 dc very slowly and carefully.

Final rounds: Continue going around the bag in dc
for a total of 4 rows for the strap, ending at the
beginning marker position.

If you’d like, do a single ch st around the inside and
outside edges of the handles, to strengthen them.

Finally – a smaller bag! [Bottom photo.] It all hinges
on the length of the initial chain. Ch. Thiele


